IRA GERSHWIN
1021 NORTH ROXBURY DRIVE

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA
N ok

November 27, 1957

Mr, Lester S, Levy

Dear Mr, Levy:

Thank you very much for the Pumpkin Cap, a charming
bit of headgear 1ndeed.

However, and alas: Ever since you have seen flt to
include me in your list of acquaintances ~ even though we have
never met personally - I have considered it an honor., So much
so, thanks to you, that I'm afraid I've acquired a swelled head.
Which means that 7 1/8 no longer covers my pate and that my
wife has for herself latched on to the latest example of your
artistic output, If you are going to continue to be that gen-
erous, I imagine my noggin will remain at 7 3/8. And if you
think this is a plea for a 7 3/8 Pumpkin Cap, you're right,

With every good wish,

P,S. I have been badgered by a sheet music aflicionado who
claims that the very first edition of "Swanee" was one whose
cover does not have Jolson's picture but credits the earllier
Capitol Theatre production of the number instead, I have no
copy or recollection of such an editlion., Since you are the
great expert in the field, would you know anything about this

matter?
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December L, 1957.

Mr. Ira Gershwin
1021 N. Roxbury Drive
Beverly Hills, California

Dear Mr. Gershwin:

It is going to be difficult, in fact impossible, to figure out how I
might ever expected a 7 1/8 cap to fit on a 7 3/8 head,

A 7 3/8 Pumpkin Cap goes forward to .you by todays mail, and to use a
~ time honored expression, I hope you will wear it "in good health",

I am not surprised that you don't remember having met me, though actually
you gave me great pleasure in the spring of 1954 by entertaining me in
your delightful home for an hour, where Mrs, Gershwin served cocktails
and where you showed me the art of your brother which covered the walls,

In fact, you gave me at that time an inscribed copy of "Sascha, Jascha,"
ete.

Now, regarding the first edition of "Swanee", it's true that that editiom
does not have Al Jolson's picture on it, There is only a drawing of a
couple in Green, Flack and White, but no photograph. The song "Yearning"
is advertised on the back cover,

Unfortunately, my copies of "Swanee" are all later editions. I have never
been able to pick up a copy of the "first", If I ever do, I'd be glad to
let you know,. .

With best wishes, I am

Lester S. w
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